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only to increase their iniquities. All Savages who have not yet
embraced the Christian faith have the notion that the souls of
the departed, especially of those who have been slain, can not
rest in peace unless their relatives avenge their death; it is
necessary, therefore, to sacrifice vietims to their shades, if their
friends wish to solace them. This belief, which animated
those barbarians, inspired in them an ardent desire to satisfy
the manes of their ancestors, or to perish utterly; but, seeing
that this was impossible for them, they were obliged to check
their resentment—they felt too humiliated in the sight of all
the Nations to dare undertake any such enterprise. The de-
spair, the cruel memory of their losses, and the destitution to
which they were reduced, made it still more difficult for them to
find favorable opportunities for providing their subsistence;
the frequent raids of their enemies had even dispersed the
game; and famine was the last scourge that attacked them.
Then the Islinois, touched with compassion for these un-
fortunates, sent five hundred men, among whom were fifty of
the most prominent persons in their Nation, to carry them a
liberal supply of provisions. Those Man-eaters received them
at first with the utmost gratitude; but at the same time they
meditated taking revenge for their loss by the sacrifice which
they meant to make of the Islinois to the shades of their dead.
Accordingly, they erected a great cabin in which to lodge these
new guests. As it is a custom among the Savages to provide
dances and public games on splendid occasions, the Puans
made ready for a dance expressly for their guests. While the
Islinois were engaged in dancing, the Puans cut their bow-
strings, and immediately flung themselves upon the Islinois,
massacred them, mnot sparing one man, and made a general
Feast of their flesh; the enclosure of that cabin, and the mel-
ancholy remains of the victims, may still be seen. The Puans
rightly judged that all the Nations would league themselves
together to take vengeance for the massacre of the Islinois and
for their own cruel ingratitude toward that people, and re-
solved to abandon the place which they were occupying. But,
before they took that final step, each reproached himself for
that crime; some dreamed at night that their families were be-
ing carried away, and others thought that they saw on every



